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Florida sues OpenAI and CEO Sam Altman, claiming company hid ChatGPT risks from users

Nation

Jun 1, 2026 2:17 PM EDT

MIAMI (AP) — The state of Florida filed a lawsuit against OpenAI and CEO Sam Altman on Monday, claiming the
company knowingly released and aggressively marketed ChatGPT to the public while concealing serious risks.

READ MORE: Lawsuit accuses ChatGPT of helping gunman plan FSU mass shooting

Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier said during news conference that the company suppressed internal
safety warnings and deceived users about the true nature and dangers of the product.

"Today, we announced the first-in-the-nation state-led lawsuit against OpenAI and its CEO, Sam Altman,"
Uthmeier said. "OpenAI and Altman ignored internal and external safety warnings, put children at great risk, and
allowed a dangerous product to reach millions of Floridians."
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The civil complaint alleges that OpenAI and Altman prioritized speed to market and commercial gain over user
safety, disregarded repeated warnings from experts both inside and outside the company. The lawsuit claims the
company deployed a product that facilitates and encourages harm, including self-harm and violence, while falsely
assuring users it was safe.

WATCH: What to know about 'AI psychosis' and the effect of AI chatbots on mental health

The complaint also alleges that ChatGPT collects data from minors without meaningful parental oversight, causes
behavioral addiction and cognitive harm. The company has also actively downplayed dangerous errors, the suit
said.

Florida law prohibits unfair and defective trade practices, officials said. The complaint alleges that OpenAI's
conduct causes ongoing harm to Floridians and demands accountability.

OpenAI didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment from The Associated Press.
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