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Dutch government takes ASML export measures off Uncle Sam's hands
Photolithography giant assures customers it is under no new restrictions
Dan Robinson

Dan Robinson

Published fri 6 Sep 2024 // 18:00 UTC

Make us preferred on Google

ASML has moved to assure customers and investors that it is subject to no new restrictions following an
announcement that expands the Netherlands government's own role in export control measures.

The Netherlands' Minister for Foreign Trade and Development, Reinette Klever, said on Friday that "national”
export control measures on advanced semiconductor manufacturing equipment will be expanded, making more
types of equipment subject to an authorization requirement at country level.

In a statement to The Register , ASML explained that there are no new export restrictions on top of those already
in operation. It said the announcement means that control of restrictions is now completely with the Dutch
government, whereas the US previously controlled some of the rules.
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"ASML believes this requirement will harmonize the approach for issuing export licenses," the statement says.
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The expanded rules, which come into force from September 7, apply to a very specific technology in the
semiconductor manufacturing process, Minister Klever said: deep ultraviolet (DUV) lithography equipment.

"I've made this decision for reasons of security. We see that technological advances have given rise to increased
security risks associated with the export of this specific manufacturing equipment, especially in the current
geopolitical context," she explained in an official statement.

"The Netherlands has a unique, leading position in this area. This entails certain responsibilities, which we take
seriously. We have proceeded in a careful and targeted manner, so as to minimize the disruption to global trade
flows and value chains."

"As a result of the updated license requirements, and in line with US Export Administration Regulation 734.4(a)(3),
ASML will need to apply for export licenses with the Dutch government rather than the US government for
shipments of its TWINSCAN NXT:1970i and 1980i DUV immersion lithography systems."

The Dutch export license requirement is already in place for the TWINSCAN NXT:2000i and subsequent DUV
immersion systems, ASML pointed out, plus sales of ASML's extreme ultraviolet lithography (EUV) systems are
also subject to license requirements, primarily affecting exports to China.

MORE CONTEXT

Angstrom age angst ameliorated as ASML's High NA EUV chipmaking kit delivers
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Rising ASML sales overshadowed by fears of more drastic US restrictions
US-China chip wars 'mainly ideological' says ex-ASML boss
ASML and Imec unveil pricy High NA EUV playground for chipmakers

"Since this is a technical change, this announcement is not expected to have any impact on our financial outlook
for 2024 or for our longer-term scenarios as communicated during our Investor Day in November 2022," ASML
concluded.

The Netherlands biz is regarded as Europe's most valuable tech company because it is one of the leading
developers of the photolithography machines used in chip manufacturing, and currently the only provider of the
most advanced EUV equipment.

ASML has not always been pleased with the export restrictions placed on it as these curtailed its sales to China,
the company's largest export market other than Taiwan.
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Following his retirement this year, former CEO Peter Wennink spoke out , claiming the so-called "chip wars"
between Washington and Beijing are mainly ideological and "not based on substance and practice."

In its most recent financial results for Q2 of this year, ASML reported sales of €6.2 billion ($6.7 billion), down from
the €6.9 billion ($7.5 billion) for the same quarter last year, but said that order bookings were up as chip
companies invested to make more advanced semiconductors. ®
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Cybercrims go beyond stealing data to attack physical building systems

'Hold my beer, have fun getting into your offices'

Amazon wants you to Bee-lieve wearable Al can recall it all for you

Would you like personalized shopping recommendations based on that conversation you just had?
When faster supercomputers aren’t enough

PARTNER CONTENT: A million reasons why advanced computing matters for genomics

Get in the bin! UK Space Agency wants public to name its debris removal mission

ClearSpace UK aims to be operational in 2029 with public's suggestion etched on the side of the spacecraft
It won't kill you, or humanity, to get off the Al upgrade treadmill

New models arrive so fast, we already have more new tech than it's possible to understand in a career
Open-weight models win hearts, minds, and wallets

They handle 71.5% of Vercel gateway tokens and nearly a quarter of estimated spending

TOP STORIES

PWNED

US Air Force pilots used malware-laden USB drives to plan Afghanistan missions

Anthropic asks users to stop being mean to Claude

'123456' password linked to Denmark data breach affecting 8.8M people

Al bubble could burst and take global economy with it, IMF warns

Exclusive

wheresthe.ai source copy, page 2 of 4



KPMG tech and data boss tells staff facing the boot he's getting promoted

Capita set to miss legal deadline on 93,000 civil servants' pension fixes, claims union

Al

Benchmarked: Nvidia's RTX Spark notebook delivers serious local Al compute, at a price

El Reg digs its claws into HP's N1X-powered OmniBook Ultra 16

Want your Al chats to stay private? Brave TEEs up end-to-end encryption

Browser maker using trusted hardware to protect conversations with GLM 5.3 Flash

$24,000 Al experiment ports TypeScript compiler to Rust

Microsoft's Go rewrite gets some competition, with a developer claiming his port runs twice as fast
TSMC sends scouts to check whether America's datacenters can deliver

Silicon giant budgets up to $64B for expansion while keeping an eye on construction progress and power supplies
Linux kernel devs drop obligatory confession of Al tool usage

Torvalds says contributors must understand their code, whatever tools they use

Infosec

Security

Russians are posing as Signal support to launch phishing attacks

PLUS: US takes down Iranian propaganda sites; Marketing company asks 'Why Do We Have Your Information?'
And more!

Security

Microsoft patches failed to fix on-prem SharePoint, which is now under zero-day attack

PLUS: China upgrades smartphone surveillance tools; Ring eases anti-snooping stance; and more
Black Hat and DEF CON

DEF CON Franklin project enlists hackers to harden critical infrastructure

Voting village reports have been so successful, says Jeff Moss, that the whole of DEF CON will now be included
Security

EQT buys majority share in Swiss cybersecurity biz Acronis

Went at equivalent of $3.5B+ valuation for entire firm, though portion sold not specified

Malware Month

Ten years since the first corp ransomware, Mikko Hypp&nen sees no end in sight

On the plus side, infosec's a good bet for a long, stable career

FOSS

NetBSD may have found a new role: The Al-free FOSS OS

Increasing awareness and adoption, followed by increasing donations

OpenAl dots inspire open source imitators amid technical difficulties

Persistent agents appeal to Al companies, but demand isn't obvious

Ubuntu 'Stonking Stingray' beta swims out: Deeper Rust 'oxidization' plus LLM speech-to-text

GNOME 51 is here, and Ubuntu interim releases are getting interesting again
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Revive Raskin's 3 laws of software with humane work that considers a dev's duty of care
All this, and angry NeoVim users

Firefox 157: Could bold new look be just what Mozilla needs?*

Yet another new version of Firefox, with a significant reskin

KDE turns 30 and someone's brought an Al-native desktop proposal

Akademy talk imagines Plasma assembling itself around a personal model of each user
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