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[Exclusive] Second Round of Dokpamo: Upstage, SKT, and LG Corp.... Reasons for Motif’s Elimination from AAll
Top Spot

Motif Scores 47 Points on AAIl; Falls Short in User Reviews... Fails to Qualify with an Overall Score of 65.8 Motif
Benchmark: 24.6 points; Experts: 27.1 points... User Ratings: 14.1 points AAll: 47 points — 25 points; when
converted, this amounts to just 11.75 points Government Assesses Limits of Decentralized Competition
Considering a Restructuring Centered on “Frontier Al”
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Ryu Je-myeong, Second Vice Minister of Science and ICT, is seen walking toward the podium on the morning of
the 18th at the Seoul Government Complex to announce the results of the second-stage evaluation of the
independent Al foundation model project. (Photo: Newsis)

[Edaily Han Kwangbeom Reporter Kim Hyun-ah] In the second-stage evaluation of the independent Al foundation
model project, Upstage, SKTelecom(017670), and LG Corp.(003550) Al Research Institute advanced to the third
stage. In contrast, Motif Technologies, which had ranked first with a score of 47 on the Artificial Intelligence
Comprehensive Index (AAIll) compiled by the global Al model evaluation agency Artificial Analysis, was
eliminated.

According to detailed evaluation results obtained by Edaily, Motif demonstrated competitiveness in benchmark
and expert evaluations but received relatively low scores in user evaluations, resulting in an overall score of just
65.8 points. The fact that Motif was ultimately eliminated despite receiving the highest score on the AAll—which
measures technical capability—can be attributed to an evaluation structure that placed relatively greater emphasis
on usability and applicability than on technical capability.

Taking this evaluation as an opportunity, the government has decided to review a plan to comprehensively
restructure the program, shifting the focus from “Dukpamo” to concentrating resources on the development of
frontier-level Al models. However, it is necessary to separately examine whether the scoring structure for technical
capabilities versus usability and applicability was appropriate during this elimination process, and whether the
evaluation formula was sufficiently shared with the participating companies.

Ryu Je-myeong, Second Vice Minister of Science and ICT, stated at a briefing at the Seoul Government Complex
on the 18th, “Based on a comprehensive evaluation of benchmarks, expert reviews, and user assessments of the
four elite teams that participated in the second phase, the elite teams from Upstage, SKTelecom, and LG Al
Research have advanced to the next stage.”

The government notified each company of the selection results that day and plans to begin the third-stage
evaluation after completing the objection and appeal procedures. The policy is to proceed with the third-stage
evaluation as originally planned to select the final two companies. Teams advancing to the third stage will be
provided with approximately 1,000 B200 GPUs per team. The leasing budget is approximately 40 billion won per
team, totaling 120 billion won.
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Status of the Proprietary Al Foundation Model Project (Graphic by Reporter Moon Seung-yong)
Upstage, SKT, and LG Corp. to the Third Round

In this second evaluation, Upstage received high marks for unveiling “SOLAR-pro-2,” a model with 250 billion
(250B) parameters, and presenting an ecosystem that integrates with the “Daum” and “Timely” platforms and
collaborates with the domestic Al semiconductor company FuriosaAl's NPU.

SKTelecom showcased “A.X-K2,” a model with 688 billion (688B) parameters. Its strengths were recognized as
top-tier performance on the International Mathematical Olympiad (IMO) and Korean language benchmarks, as
well as its applicability in industrial sectors such as defense, manufacturing, legal affairs, and taxation.

LG Corp. Al Research, based on its “K-ExaOne 2.0” model with 750 billion (750B) parameters, ranked 9th globally
in hallucination suppression metrics and received high marks for its collaboration strategy with global international
organizations and its reliability assurance system.

Meanwhile, Motif unveiled a MoE (Mix of Experts) model with 314 billion (314B) parameters. Notably, it scored 47
points on the AAll, outperforming Upstage (37 points), SKTelecom (35 points), and LG Corp. (31 points). It was
the only Korean model to rank 10th on a global scale.

However, the final results were different.
Motif, which ranked first in the AAll evaluation, scored only 14.1 points in user evaluations

According to detailed results from the second-stage evaluation obtained by Edaily, Motif’'s overall score was 65.8
points, resulting in its elimination from the competition.

Motif received 24.6 points in the benchmark evaluation (11.9 points from AAIl and 12.7 points from NIA) and 27.1
points in the expert evaluation. However, in the user evaluation, it scored only 14.1 points (8.4 points from expert
users and 5.7 points from the general public).

The government explained that while Motif's technical capabilities were outstanding, its relatively low ratings in
terms of usability and practical applicability contributed to its elimination.

The question is whether this result can be fully explained simply by saying that it “fell short in usability.”
AAIll: 47 points; Final evaluation: 11.75 points

The Dokpamo evaluation consisted of a total of 100 points, broken down into a benchmark score of 40 points, an
expert evaluation of 35 points, and a user evaluation of 25 points. Of these, the AAll accounted for 25 of the 40
benchmark points.

The raw AAIl scores were 47 points for Motif, 37 for Upstage, 35 for SKTelecom, and 31 for LG Corp. Al
Research. When converted to a 25-point scale, these become 11.75 points for Motif, 9.25 for Upstage, 8.75 for
SKTelecom, and 7.75 for LG Corp. Al Research.

While the gap between Motif and LG Corp. in the AAll raw scores is 16 points, the point difference reflected in the
final evaluation is reduced to 4 points. Adding the 15 points from the NIA evaluation brings the total benchmark
score to 40 points.

In essence, even if there is a large point difference in the global technology evaluation, the gap becomes relatively
smaller in the final evaluation.

Of course, this does not mean that the usability and applicability evaluations themselves are flawed. For a national
Al project, it is important to verify whether technological capabilities translate into actual services and real-world
industrial applications.

However, it is necessary to examine how much weight should be assigned to technical capability and applicability,
respectively, and whether the scoring criteria and calculation formulas are designed to align with the project’s
objectives.

In particular, since 60 points out of the total 100—including 35 points for expert evaluation and 25 points for user
evaluation—are heavily influenced by qualitative judgments, there are calls for the evaluation criteria, detailed
items, and conversion methods to be fully disclosed so that the results can be objectively verified.
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Government to Restructure Initiatives Around “Frontier Al”
Meanwhile , these results are expected to lead to changes in the government’s Al strategy.

Vice Minister Ryu explained that as the model performance of global frontier companies is advancing rapidly, a
new competitive landscape—different from the existing “Dokpamo”™—is necessary.

The government believes that relying solely on the current decentralized competition model makes it difficult to
compete with global frontier companies, and is therefore reviewing plans to link and integrate related projects,

such as the “Dokpamo” and “Mitos”-level frontier Al development projects. Specific project directions, including
whether to continue the “Dokpamo” initiative, are expected to be announced shortly.

Kim Kyung-man, Director General of the Artificial Intelligence Policy Bureau at the Ministry of Science and ICT,
stated regarding the development of frontier-level models, “In addition to forming a special-purpose company
(SPC) involving multiple companies, it is also possible for a specific company to lead the project.”
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LGELECTRONICS Launches 'PuriCare HydroTower Max' to Simultaneously Control Humidity and Air Quality
Using Al

LGELECTRONICS has unveiled a new premium humidifier and air purifier that uses artificial intelligence (Al) to
manage indoor humidity and air quality. It features increased humidification capacity and...
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6th Anniversary of the Passing of the Late Lee Kun-Hee, Former Chairman of Samsung... 'Quiet Remembrance
This Week
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Busy Corporate Bond Issuance as October Draws to a Close... NH Securities and LOTTE rental Conduct
Bookbuilding
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“We Can’t Sell It Because It's Out of Stock”... The Snack That's Even Subject to ‘Order Limits’ at Convenience
Stores

CU’s unique snack, “Truffle Hamon Stick,” ranked first in sales in the snack category at CU this month. According
to CU, the convenience store chain operated by BGF Retail(282330), on the 18th, the “T...
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Turning Unused Eco-Bags into Shopping Bags... HYUNDAIDEPARTMENTSTORECO.,LTD’s “Re-Bag”
Campaign
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“Even Buldak and Shin Ramyun Are on Edge?” Foreigners Are Going Crazy... The Identity of This Ramen That
Topped Sales [Taste Test]
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“Lifting 300 kg with One Hand”... ‘Super Humanoid’ Designed to Operate Excavators Set to Debut by Year-End

“Excavators were invented to make digging easier. A single machine can do the work of dozens of people, right? |
believe robots should be the same.”Kim Myeong-han, CEO of KNR SYSTEMS Inc.(199430), exp...
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LG Corp. Successfully Holds ‘U+119 Memorial Run 2026’ to Honor Firefighters
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AHNLAB,INC. Participates in Singapore’s ‘GovWare 2026'... Showcases a Wide Range of Al-Native Security
Technologies
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